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GRADE ELEVEN                                                                                                            MARKING GUIDE                               
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ‘CORE’                                                                                  TOTAL MARKS:  60 
SEMESTER TWO, 2017/2018, FIRST SESSION                                                                     page 1 of 5 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 
 

LISTENING 1  (7 mks) 
    

1.  three  four  five 

2.  play music  tell jokes  act in a play 

3.  students  children  friends 

4.  Four  Five  Six 

5.   invited to a birthday 
party 

 involved in a match  organising a cooking 
competition 

6.  fashion show  dance  song  

7.  park   basketball club  school 
 

Notes:  One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.   
 
 

LISTENING 2  (8 mks) 

8. Three/3 

9. To see the Roman ruins 

10. Around/ approximately 74,000 

11. Sports cars 

12.  local  national   international 

13.  play for the   form a new   train the  

14.  player   actor  coach 

15.  a film studio  school  rugby pitch 

Notes:  One mark each. 

Qs 8-11:  (i) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and 
convincingly correct.   (ii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common 
sense for any slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.   
 
 Qs 12-15: Responses must be indicated clearly.              
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GRM/ VCB 1  (2.5 mks) 

1. vote 4.  accident 

2. obesity 5. memorable 

3. volunteer  

Notes: Half-a-mark each.  Spelling must be correct.   
 
 
 

GRM/ VCB 2  (2.5 mks) 
         

6.  in  on  at  for 

7.  goes  went  has gone  has been 

8.  lots  much  many   little 

9.  didn’t  haven’t  hasn’t  wasn’t 

10.  already  although  ago   yet  

Notes: Half-a-mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly.   
 
 
 

GRM/ VCB 3  (5 mks) 
    
11. is 16. taken 

12. seen 17. subjects 

13. student 18. feeling 

14. nervous 19. introduce 

15. are 20. much 

Notes:  Half-a-mark each. Spelling must be correct, including grammatical endings. 
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READING 1  (5 mks) READING 2  (6 mks) 

 True False 6.  once  twice  several times 

1.   7.  on DVD  at the cinema  on TV 

2.   8.  story  acting  special effects 

3.   9.  1984  1985  1986 

4.   10.  poison  typhoid  old age 

5.   11.  music groups  classical music  films 

Notes:  One mark each.  
Responses must be 
indicated clearly. 

Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly. 

 
 

READING 3  (9 mks) 

12. adored /  loved the car 

13. was on a business trip 

14. An insurance company  

15.  father  husband  neighbour 

16.  four  five  six 

17.  embarrassed  helpless  confident 

Notes:  One-and-a-half marks each. 

Qs 12-14:  (i) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and 
convincingly correct.   (ii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common 
sense for any slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.   
 
 Qs 15-17: Responses must be indicated clearly.              
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WRITING (GENERAL NOTES) 

• The wording of the descriptors in the relevant Rating Scale should form the basis of all 
decisions (and discussions) on the marks to be awarded. 

• There may be different individual ways of interpreting instructions and approaching a task, but a 
basic requirement for all answers is that they are relevant.  

• If answers are clearly not relevant and the student has clearly not attempted the task that was 
set, no marks should be awarded. 

• However, if a student has genuinely attempted the task, but their answer is only partly relevant, 
then a reduced mark (not zero) should be awarded. 

• If markers are in any doubt, they should consult with other markers and with the Table Head. 

 
 
 

WRITING 1  (5 mks)    

5 – Presents all the information fully and clearly.  
– Writing is well-organised and coherent.  Only minor language errors.   

4 – Presents most of the information clearly enough.   
– Language is mostly correct, despite a few noticeable errors. 

3 – Presents some of the information, but with gaps or lack of clarity. 
– Language is reasonably correct, but writing sometimes lacks coherence. 

2 
– Manages to present only a limited amount of information; important points are missing or  
  unclear.    
– Language contains frequent errors, some of which obscure meaning. 

1 – A very feeble attempt at the task, presenting very little relevant information.     
– Language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted. 

0 
No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the topic/ information 
provided)   OR  Just copied from the Q-paper  OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  
English   OR  Complete nonsense 
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WRITING 2  (10 mks) 

10 

– Impact on intended reader is very positive.  
– Writing clearly succeeds in achieving its purpose.  
– Uses language which is appropriate to the reader and context.   
– A fair range of grammatical structures and vocabulary, with a good level of accuracy.  

8 

– Impact on intended reader is fairly positive.  
– Writing has reasonable success in achieving its purpose.  
– There are clear attempts to use language appropriate to the reader and context.   
– Grammar and vocabulary are reasonably correct, though limited in range. 

6 

– Impact on intended reader is mixed.   
– Writing has partially achieved its main purpose, but:  
– Some of the language used is inappropriate to the reader and context.  
– There is a noticeable lack of accuracy in the use of grammar and vocabulary. 

4 

– Impact on intended reader is rather negative.   
– Writing only has very limited success in achieving its purpose.  
– There is little evidence of any attempt to use appropriate language.   
– Grammar and vocabulary contain frequent serious errors. 

2 

– Impact on intended reader is very negative.  
– Writing clearly fails to achieve its intended purpose. 
– There is little evidence of any attempt to use appropriate language.  
– The grammar and vocabulary used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted.    

0 
No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the task/ instructions)    
OR  Just copied from the Q-paper   OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  English 
OR  Complete nonsense 

 

Note 1:  The task is to write a letter/ an e-mail, so students must include a greeting at the start and a 
closing at the end. If they do not, they will lose marks.  PROCEDURE:   Each marker marks the content 
of the e-mail according to the Rating Scale — then, if either the greeting or the closing are missing, 
deduct two marks from the content-score.   
 

Note 2:  No marks should be awarded or deducted for the address. Any addresses should be ignored. 
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